
Have a  d iscuss ion  as  a  fami ly  about  which  seeds  you wi l l  choose and which
methods you wi l l  use  to  germinate  the  seeds .  Use  at  least  two d i f ferent  seed
types  and two d i f ferent   germinat ion  procedures  for  t rue  compar ison .  Wr i te  in
the  notebook which  method you fee l  wi l l  work  best .  Remember  to  add the  date
that  your  exper iment  began,  when the  seeds  germinated ,  and which  method
was most  successfu l .  
Here  are  two d i f ferent  germinat ing methods to  t ry .  See  i f  you can research
other  ways  to  t ry  in  future  exper iments !

Method  One:  Put  egg car ton in  the  sha l low t ray  for  s tab i l i ty .  F i l l  the  empty
egg spaces  ha l fway wi th  pot t ing  so i l .  Add seed into  the  egg spaces  and
cover  wi th  so i l .  Spray  wi th  water  every  day  and record  f ind ings  in
notebook .  
Method Two:  Wet  a  paper  towel  and fo ld  i t  in to  a  z ip lock  p last ic  bag .  P lace
the  seeds  a long one s ide  of  the  bag,  press ing them aga inst  the  paper  towel .
Spray  water  on  top unt i l  the  paper  towel  i s  fu l ly  saturated .  Sea l
the  bag  t ight ly ,  and hang in  a  window us ing tape .  Make sure  the  seeds  are
v is ib le  on  the  s ide  of  the  window where  the  k ids  wi l l  be  observ ing them
sprout .  Check  progress  every  day  and record  f ind ings  in  notebook .

P R O C E D U R E :

BACKGROUND:
Seeds  remain  dormant  or  inact ive  unt i l  condi t ions  are  r ight  for   germinat ion .
Al l   seeds   need water ,  oxygen,  and proper  temperature  in  order  to   germinate .
Some nat ive  seeds  requ i re  heat  exposure  before  they  can germinate  and some
requi re  to  be  put  in  water  to  soak  before  they  wi l l  germinate .    

Seeds
Cardboard  egg car ton
A sha l low t ray
Paper  towels
Plast ic  bag
Tape
Pott ing  so i l
Smal l  spray  bot t le
Notebook (see  next  page)

MATERIALS:

CONCLUSION:
Have a  conversat ion  to  d iscuss  what  other
nat ive  p lant  seeds  you can germinate  and
where  in  your  space  you would  p lant  them.
Research  other  germinat ion  methods to
t ry .
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In  th is  lesson,  ch i ldren wi l l  learn how to  conduct  an exper iment  by d iscover ing
the most  product ive  germinat ion method and recording the f indings .  
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Seed Species :  

I t  took  days  for  my seed to  sprout .

Germinat ion  method:

Date  P lanted : Date  Germinated :

I t  took  days  for  my seed to  sprout .

Germinat ion  method:

Date  P lanted : Date  Germinated :

Germination Journal

Scient is ts  keep deta i led  notes  of  observat ions  they  make .  Use  the
spaces  be low to  keep t rack  of  the  d i f ferent  seeds  and germinat ion
methods you observe !

VS:

In  the end,  which method was more successfu l?  Can you guess  why?

Which germinat ion method do you th ink wi l l  be  more successfu l?
Why?
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