
Add food co lor ing to  water  in  cup
Place  meta l  s t ra iner  on  top of  mason jar
P lace  cot ton ba l ls  (cot ton ba l ls  represent  c louds)  in  the  meta l  s t ra iner
Us ing a  water  drop let  or  spoon scoop up the  b lue  water  and squeeze or
pour  out  water  dropper  or  spoon s lowly  dr ip  water  over  the  cot ton ba l ls
When the  cot ton ba l ls  become saturated and heavy they  wi l l  re lease
blue  water  drop lets  in to  the  mason jar  to  model  ra in

PROCEDURE:

B A C K G R O U N D :
Prec ip i tat ion  is  the  process  by  which  water  changes  f rom a  gas  to  a
l iqu id .  T iny  water  drop lets  condenses  when i t  co l l ides  wi th  even t in ier
dust ,  sa l t ,  o r  smoke par t ic les .  The co l l i s ions  create  drop lets  that  become
heav ier  that  the  gaseous  c loud and begin  to  fa l l  due  to  grav i ty  and wi l l
fa l l  out  of  the  c loud as  prec ip i tat ion  ( ra in ,  snow,  s leet  and ha i l ) .  

CONCLUSION:
Extend th is  act iv i ty  by  hav ing the  s tudents  draw the  observat ions  made
dur ing th is  exper iment .Research  d i f ferent  types  of  c loud format ions  and
which  lead to  prec ip i tat ion .    

In  th is  lesson,  ch i ldren wi l l  conduct  a  quick  exper iment on
precip itat ion.  

Mason jar  
Cup
Cotton ba l ls
Water
Blue  food co lor ing
opt iona l  
Smal l  s t ra iner
Water  dropper  or  spoon

MATERIALS:

Let's Make it Rain

The San Bernardino  Valley Water Conservation District has
partnered with the Inland Empire Resource Conservation

District to bring you a series of virtual lessons and activity write
ups on water education and conservation.


