
Players  must  make 3-4 stops  at  a  green c i rc le  or  wet land for  15 seconds each .
Only  2-3 p layers  on  a  green c i rc le  or  wet land at  a  t ime.
I f  you are  not  on  a  wet land ,  you must  cont inue to  f lap  your  wings  (arms)  and i f  you
stop you are  out .

PROCEDURE:
Step 1 :  Cut  a l l  b lack  and green construct ion  paper  in to  6  inch  d iameter  c i rc les .
Scat ter  the   green c i rc les  approx imate ly  5  feet  apart  f rom each other  in  a  spac ious
area .  One end of  the  p lay  area  wi l l  be  the  s tar t ing  po int  and the  other  end wi l l
represent  the  southern  migrat ion  dest inat ion .  Th is  game should  be  p layed in  two or
more  rounds .  Each round can be  3-5 minutes  long depending on the  s ize  of  your
group.  

Step 2 :  Have p layers  s tar t  a t  one  end of  the  room and go over  ru les .

 
Step 3 :  Replace  a  few green c i rc les  wi th  b lack  c i rc les  for  the  second round.  Exp la in
that  there  are  on ly  10% of  wet lands  le f t  in  Ca l i forn ia .  Because b i rds  have less  p laces
to  s top ,  some of  the  green c i rc les  have been rep laced wi th  b lack ,  represent ing the
removal  o f  wet land habi tat  that  no  longer  ex is ts .

BACKGROUND:
Wetlands prov ide  cr i t i ca l  ecosystem funct ions ,  inc lud ing water  pur i f i cat ion ,  water
storage ,  s tab i l i zat ion  of  shore l ines ,  and process ing carbon and other  nutr ients .  They
a lso  prov ide  and support  p lants  and an imals ,  inc lud ing migratory  b i rds .  There  are  on ly
10% of  wet lands  le f t  in  Ca l i forn ia .

10 p ieces  of  green construct ion  paper  
10 p ieces  of  b lack  construct ion  paper
Sc issors

MATERIALS:

The Fly Away Home Game

This  game demonstrates  how migratory  b i rds  f ly  south for  the  winter  and use
wet lands as  safe  p laces  to  rest  and f ind food and water .  This  act iv i ty  has  been

used successfu l ly  with  students  of  a l l  ages !

CONCLUSION:
At the  end of  each round,  some p layers  wi l l
not  have  made i t  south .  Have students
observe  the  amount  who made i t  south
with  those  who d idn ' t  and compare  to  the
prev ious  round.  Have a  d iscuss ion  as  to
why there  were  d i f ferences  in  each round.
Make sure  to  ta lk  about  hab i tat  loss  and i ts
ef fect  on  wi ld l i fe .
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