
Gardening for Good
Vocabulary

This  vocabulary  l i s t  is  targeted for  fourth  and f i f th  grade students .

Biodegradable :  Substance  or  ob ject  capable  of  be ing decomposed by  bacter ia  or

Carbon Diox ide :  A  co lor less ,  odor less ,  incombust ib le  gas  present  in  the
atmosphere  and formed dur ing resp i rat ion  and by  burn ing carbon.
Compost :  A  mixture  of  decay ing organic  matter  used to  fer t i l i ze  the  so i l ,  usua l ly

Community :  Group of  people  l iv ing  in  the  same p lace .  A fe l lowship  wi th  others ,
as  a  resu l t  o f  shar ing common at t i tudes ,  in terests ,  and goa ls .
Conserve/Conservat ion :  To  save ,  preserve  or  protect .
Decompose:  Chemica l  compounds break  down or  cause  to  break  down organic

Farmers  Market :  A  food market  at  which  loca l  farmers  se l l  f ru i t ,  vegetab les ,  and
bakery  products  d i rect ly  to  consumers .
Germinat ion :  The process  by  which  a  seed or  spore  awakens f rom dormancy and

Investment :  The  act  o f  put t ing  in  t ime and/or  energy  in  someth ing wi th  the

Local ly  Grown:  Crops cu l t ivated wi th in  the  same reg ion where  consumpt ion/use
takes  p lace
Minera l :  Substance  occurr ing  in  nature ,  usua l ly  o f  def in i te  c rysta l  s t ructure ,  but
somet imes a lso  inc lud ing rocks  formed by  these  substances  as  wel l  as  cer ta in
natura l  products  of  organ ic  or ig in ,  such as  aspha l t  or  coa l .
Nat ive  Plant :  A  nat ive  p lant  occurs  natura l ly  in  a  par t icu lar  ecosystem without
d i rect  or  ind i rect  human act ions .
Natura l  Resource :  mater ia ls  or  substances  such as  so i l ,  t rees  or  water ,  formed
in  nature  and necessary  or  usefu l  to  humans .
Nutr ients :  Simi lar  to  v i tamins ,  a  substance  that  prov ides  nour ishment  essent ia l

Photosynthes is :  The  process  used by  p lants ,  a lgae ,  and cer ta in  bacter ia  to

other  l iv ing  organ isms.

made by  gather ing p lant  mater ia l ,  such as  leaves ,  grass  c l ipp ings ,  and vegetab le
pee ls ,  in to  a  p i le  or  b in  for  decompos i t ion .

matter  in to  component  e lements .

s tar ts  to  sprout .

expectat ion  of  some benef i t  or  re turn  in  the  future .

for  growth and the  maintenance of  l i fe .  P lants  absorb  nutr ients  main ly  f rom the
so i l  in  the  form of  minera ls  and other  inorganic  compounds .

harness  energy  f rom sun l ight  and convert  i t  in to  chemica l  energy .
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Learn more at :Traceabi l i ty :  Track ing where  our  food is
coming f rom.
Vitamin:  Hea l th  product  f rom foods .  A
group of  organ ic  compounds that  are
essent ia l  for  normal  growth and nutr i t ion
and are  requ i red  in  smal l  quant i t ies  in  the
d iet .


