
What's Your Habitat? 

Look at  the  var ious  home and habi tat  photos  that  you se lected .  
Have a  d iscuss ion  as  a  fami ly  about  what  humans need to  surv ive .  Then
discuss  which  of  these  p lants  and an imals  a lso  need.  

Quest ion  prompts :  
What  do  humans need to  l ive?  
What  do  p lants  and an imals  need to  l ive?  
What  do  we have in  common?

Pass  out  ar t  suppl ies  and ask  ch i ldren  to  draw the i r  home and ne ighborhood.  
Then ask  ch i ldren  to  draw an an imal  o f  the i r  cho ice  and where  that  an imal
l ives .  Th is  may invo lve  some research  to  learn  about  the  an imal 's  hab i tat .   
Compare  the  ch i ld 's  hab i tat  wi th  the  an imal 's  hab i tat .  
Po int  out  that  wi ld l i fe  have  the  same bas ic  needs  as  humans and the
s imi lar i t ies  in  the  habi tat .  

P R O C E D U R E :

BACKGROUND:
Al l  forms of  l i fe  need cer ta in  bas ic  th ings  to  l ive .  Surv iva l  depends on get t ing
enough food,  water ,  cover ,  and p laces  to  ra ise  of fspr ing .  Cover  may mean
protect ion  f rom the  sun or  other  e lements  as  wel l  as  protect ion  f rom other
an imals .  A  habi tat  i s  the  natura l  home or  env i ronment  of  an  an imal ,  p lant ,  or
other  organ ism.  For  example ,  monarch but ter f l ies  lay  the i r  eggs  on mi lkweed
plants ,  which  prov ide  some cover  as  wel l  as  a  food source  for  growing monarch
larvae .  Therefore ,  a  monarch habi tat  must  inc lude mi lkweed p lants  for  the
butter f ly  to  ra ise  young.

Drawing paper
Markers /crayons
Pictures  of  d i f ferent  types  of  homes ,
an imal  homes ,  an imals  in  the i r
hab i tat ,  and examples  of  d i f ferent
habi tats  ( forest ,  deser t ,  o r  wet lands)   

MATERIALS:

CONCLUSION:
Have a  conversat ion  to  d iscuss  how
you as  a  fami ly  can create  a  hab i tat
around your  home for  loca l  wi ld l i fe
l ike  b i rds ,  but ter f l ies ,  and other
benef ic ia l  insects .  Make a  p lan
toegther  to  put  your  ideas  into  p lace !  

In  th is  lesson,  ch i ldren wi l l  recognize  that  humans share  the same bas ic  needs
as a l l  other  l iv ing th ings .
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